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March 22, 2018

On the sidelines of the opening of the launch event of the International Decade 
for Action “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028, the Founder of 
Peace and National Unity - Leader of the Nation, President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon signed the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities at the UN headquarters.
Miguel de Serpa Soares, the Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and 
United Nations Legal Counsel accompanied President of Tajikistan Emomali 
Rahmon during the signing ceremony.
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was adopted by the 
United Nations General Assembly on December 13, 2006. Following 
ratification by the 20 parties, it came into force on May 3rd, 2008.
As of October 2017, it has 160 signatories and 175 parties, which includes 172 
states and the European Union.
CARITAS Germany shares the joy that signing the UN Convention will serve as 
a legal base to improve the lives of persons with disabilities.
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April 19, 2018
The Branch of the German CARITAS Association in 
Tajikistan jointly with German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD) and Volunteer Group “Dobrota” held a 
charity event to celebrate the 10th anniversary of its 
activities in the Republic of Tajikistan. The representatives 
of embassies, government, public and international 
organizations, and residents of Dushanbe city attended 
the event.
Ivo Koerner, Desk Officer of Caritas Germany Head office 
expressed his gratitude to all partners for their support in 
the implementation of a number of projects aimed at 
creating better living conditions for Tajik citizens. He 
highlighted, “The CARITAS’s key activities are targeted on 
developing the infrastructure of social services for 
vulnerable individuals and communities as well as 
supporting the victims of emergency situations and natural 
disasters. In particular, CARITAS Germany contributes to 
improve the lives of lonely elderly, women with many 
children who lost their main breadwinners, graduates of 
boarding schools and orphanages”. 
Along with famous singers of the country, people with 
disabilities could perform their artistic skills in the concert 
that ended the event.

For the purpose of the local capacity building, 
development of the civil sector and related government 
agencies, the CARITAS Germany implements its projects 
through public organizations. The work is carried out in 
remote rural areas, where access to social services is 
limited and communities are especially vulnerable. 
Together with partners, CARITAS applies essential efforts 
to creating an inclusive society.
CARITAS Germany in Tajikistan within the 10 years of 
operation in the country supported more than 5,000 
people with disabilities and opened 7 training halls, 30 
rehabilitation centers, 28 playrooms for children and 6 
consultation points for rehabilitation specialists. 
Moreover, CARITAS promoted the inclusive education in 
7 pre-school and 14 general educational institutions, 
providing an opportunity for 400 children with disabilities 
to get quality education. Meanwhile, CARITAS supported 
9 vocational educational institutions to become inclusive 
and provide vocational training for vulnerable youth. 
Also, based on the Community-Based Rehabilitation 
program, 15 national trainers, 250 rehabilitation 
workers, 20 specialists of sign language and 370 teachers 
were trained on the topics related to disability and 
inclusive education.
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The German government is actively engaged, in close cooperation with the international community, in 
combating poverty, securing food, establishing peace, freedom, democracy and human rights, shaping 
globalization in a socially equitable manner, and preserving the environment and natural resources. Modern 
German development cooperation is more than just charitable aid for the poor. It helps people to help 
themselves and plays a part in enabling people to get out of poverty by their own efforts.
Germany was itself once a recipient of international aid programmes. The country was devastated during the 
Second World War and subsequently received billions of dollars in support from the United States under the 
Marshall Plan. It taught the German population how important and successful aid can be. The prosperity and 
values that are characteristic of today's Germany are also a consequence of this forward-looking post-war 
policy. And, not least, it is this experience that induced the German government to take on an active role in 
regard to development policy and, in 1961, to become first country in Europe to establish a development 
ministry.
Germany officially commenced development cooperation with Tajikistan in 2003. At the government 
negotiations in November 2018, Germany pledged some 27.5 million euros to its partner country Tajikistan for 
the years 2018 and 2019. Of this, 16.5 million euros were allocated to Financial cooperation and 11 million to 
Technical Cooperation. Sustainable economic development and Health agreed to be the priority areas of 
cooperation. Germany is also supporting projects in the areas of renewable energy (small-scale hydropower), 
municipal infrastructure (schools) and forest protection. These bilateral cooperation programs are 
complemented by projects aimed at promoting regional cooperation. In this way, German efforts fit in with the 
EU strategy for Central Asia. 
Each year, the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) issues grants for activities 
carried out by organizations such as political foundations, the German Development Service, German Agro 
Action, CARITAS Germany and the central agencies of the churches. Within the framework of partnership and 
under full support of BMZ, since 2010, CARITAS Germany has been implementing its main project – 
Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR). The second phase of this project, focused on inclusion of people with 
disabilities in the society and creation of educational opportunities for children with special needs was 
completed in 2017; the third three-year stage started in 2018 at a macro level with the main focus on 
professional training in the area of social work and consolidation of the community-based rehabilitation efforts 
in Tajikistan.
The branch of CARITAS and its partners pay essential attention to advocacy of rights and interests of people 
with disabilities, creating favourable environment for starting private small and medium enterprises. The 
organization also works with public institutions in piloting the CBR specifications and standards. It is planned to 
launch new programs, for example, to involve people with disabilities in early warning systems and first aid in 
emergency situations. BMZ makes its valuable input in development and creation of the social service 
infrastructure for people with disabilities. CARITAS is very grateful to the Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development for this indispensable support.

Source: http://www.bmz.de
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STRENGTHENING OF SOCIAL 
WORKERS’ CAPACITY AND 
REHABILITATION SERVICES 

IN TAJIKISTAN

May 3, 2018

The Branch of the German Caritas Association in Tajikistan 
officially announced the launch of its new project on 
Enhancing Vocational Training System and Previously 
Established Structures in Community-Based Rehabilitation in 
Tajikistan at the consultative meeting organized by the 
Ministry of Health and Social Protection of the Population of 
the Republic of Tajikistan. The project aims to promote social 
inclusion of persons with disabilities (PWDs) through 
strengthening of Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR) 
program and improvement of the quality of vocational 
training of social workers on CBR program in professional 
educational institutions at all levels. 
At the consultative meeting, representatives from relevant 
ministries and institutions discussed issues related to the 
significance of social and rehabilitation workers vocational 
training in Tajikistan, problems and their solutions, the current 
state of human resources and re-training of health and social 
workers.
According to official data, the number of PWDs in Tajikistan is 
estimated at 146,000, of which 25,800 are children that 
requires well trained subject matter specialists to provide 
social services.
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RAISING PUBLIC AWARENESS ON SOCIAL WORK PROFESSION

June 3, 2018
Raising public awareness on social work and social work 
specialty with focus on social integration and 
rehabilitation of persons with disabilities at national level 
is one of the main tasks of the project on Enhancing 
Vocational Training System and Previously Established 
Structures in Community-Based Rehabilitation in 
Tajikistan, which is funded by the German Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ). For this purpose, Caritas Germany provided 
technical assistance to the Ministry of Health and Social 
Protection of the Population (MHSPP) in organizing 
andconducting a TV talk-show entitled “Nigohi Nav” 

(New View) that gathered together the experts from 
MHSPP, Ministry of Education and Science of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, Ministry of Labor, Migration and 
Employment of the Population of the Republic of 
Tajikistan, Tajik National University and other relevant 
educational institutions of the country. The experts and 
audience discussed very crucial matters on “Who is the 
social worker?”, “How and where social workers are 
trained?”, “How should the system of vocational training 
be improved?” and the importance of cooperation of 
different relevant sectors as well as state and public 
organizations. The talk-show was aired on TV “Safina”, 
which covers all regions of Tajikistan.   
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November 22, 2018

With technical and financial support of CARITAS 
Germany, the Ministry of Health and Social 
Protection of the Population of the Republic of 
Tajikistan held an information, cultural and sport 
event dedicated to the International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities at Kulob State University. 
The event aimed to enhance public attention and 
form positive attitude and sense of respect 
towards people with disabilities (PWDs) and 
social work professionals through raising 
awareness of the youth and teachers about the 
successes and achievements of PWDs and the 
role of social work professionals, including social 
and rehabilitation workers in developing 
personal abilities and improving the living 
standards of PWDs.
The event included photo and handicrafts 
exhibition, role-playing games to form the sense 
of patience and tolerance for PWDs, quizzes on 
disability myths as well as a wheelchair 
basketball match. A scientific-practical gathering 
dedicated to social work and social rehabilitation 
of PWDs and a concert program with 
participation of singers and musicians with 
disabilities added incomparable beauty to the 
event. 
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July 6, 2018

On the eve of the Day of Persons with Disabilities and Elderly People which is marked on July 8 every year in Tajikistan, 
the Branch of the German Caritas Association in Tajikistan with financial support of the European Union organized a 
friendly wheelchair basketball match between wheelchair basketball teams of Dushanbe city and Sughd region in Ayni 
district. The aim of the match was not winning and losing but promoting sports among people with disabilities in Ayni 
district and their involvement in different kinds of sports as well as to show again that people with disabilities along with 
people without disabilities are able to do every type of work and may enhance their capacities to increase their nation’s 
and country’s reputation in all fields, especially the field of sports.
Akmal Qodirov, 12-time Asian and one-time world arm wrestling champion among people with disabilities, 
international master of sport showed the basic rules of arm wrestling, and meanwhile, presented the arm wrestling table 
as a gift to disabled people of Ayni district.
At the end of this sport event, the coaches of both teams demonstrated some basic exercises of wheelchair basketball 
with direct participation of teen-agers of Ayni district in order to develop this kind of sport among people with disabilities 
of Ayni district.    
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«I will learn to 
use both of my 
hands soon»
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«I love drawing»

draw
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The Adult Education Center of Tajikistan (AECT) in cooperation with European Union and Caritas 
Germany funded project, tested the level of professional skills of 42 rehabilitation workers of Shahrituz 
district and awarded them certificates in mid-level social workers. These workers include 35 health 
workers, 2 social workers and 7 parents from Shahrituz district who received trainings from early 2017 
within the framework of the European Union and CARITAS Germany funded Community-Based 
Rehabilitation (CBR) program. They joined the program on a voluntary basis and improved the level of 
their knowledge and skills on different topics related to rehabilitation of persons with disabilities provided 
by national CBR program trainers as per rehabilitation workers training program during the years of 
2017-2018. It should be noted that the AECT provides vocational training on social work profession and 
thereby contributing to the development of primary and mid-level social work specialists in the cities and 
districts of Tajikistan. Certification of CBR workers’ professional skills will allow them to continue provision 
of community-based social services even after completion of the project and increase the chance of 
finding permanent jobs in this field.

CERTIFICATION OF CBR WORKERS’ PROFESSIONAL SKILLS
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Public organization

Public organization

Public organization

Public organization
Shahrituz
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